Nicos Panayides

Composition II

Section 4245

Paper #1

Central Idea of “A&P” by John Updike

This first person narration describes how a young man of the mid-twentieth century quits his job at the A&P grocery store. The story starts when three young girls walked in A&P wearing swimming suits. Sam liked one of them and observed her while she was shopping. The next time the girls came by to shop and went to pay at Sam’s cash register, the store manager in a rude tone notified the girls that decent clothing was a store policy. Sam tried unsuccessfully to get the girl’s attention by quitting, which is something he regretted right away. The passage shows that a rash decision can be disadvantageous and some thought should be given before making critical decisions.

