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Sylvia grew in an industrial town until she was eight when she moved with her grandmother at her farm and thought that “this [the farm] was a beautiful place to live in, and she never should wish to go home.” While she was staying there she changed, from the town girl to a farm girl and from a sad girl to a happy one. A year after she arrived at the farm, and while she was looking for a lost cow, she met and became fond of a young ornithologist who was lost in the forest while he was looking for a white heron, which he intended to stuff. He stayed at her grandmother’s house for the night and while he was sleeping Sylvia went out and found the rare bird’s nest. In the morning, however, she didn’t reveal her finding. The fact that she did not “betray” the heron to the man she liked, teaches us that man should respect nature and has no right to endanger the existence of a species for his own pleasure or ambition.

Sylvia is a static character in the story since she did temporarily change her love for nature to one for a human, but in the end she proved herself loyal to nature. Sylvia is a symbol for altruism and purity of the country and therefore a flat character. All she does in the story is help others, like find her grandmother’s cow or find the heron’s nest for the town guy. Never in the story does she act “impurely.” Not even when “the enemy discovered her [the opposite sex].” She remained pure and she “dared not to look boldly.” The most undoubted evidence for he purity and love towards nature is that she did not turn her back on her best friend, nature that is, by telling the heron’s nest.

Her decision, however, to remain faithful to nature was not an easy one. She had to fight the temptations that she confronted. The moment she heard the man’s whistle, she left her cow unattended, which was a small betrayal to nature. Her kindness towards the town guy led her into searching for the bird’s nest. When she climbed on the tree she saw the ocean, a big distance to the farm and she “felt as if she too [like the birds] could go flying among the clouds.“ She felt she could go flying away. Away from the farm for a town life perhaps, where her life would be completely different.  However this conflict did not make her abandon rural life, and her denial showed her deep respect and affection for nature.

The author does not spoon-feed the reader with Sylvia’s doubts whether rural life is best for her, but rather presents the whole story from a third person limited point of view. The reader has to think for himself/herself to draw conclusions, so the impact of the story lasts longer. This point of view makes her even more of a farm girl in the eyes of the reader. How can you show an uncomplicated person’s emotions with complicated words? Furthermore, the story focuses on nature, which usually looks better from a panoramic view. The author, like a photographer, provides that view to the reader with a third person perspective. 

The location of the story is a farm and the forest near it. The fact that the events take place in a farm is important because it brings nature in the story. The exact location of the farm is completely trivial, because no matter in what farm you go, you will always smell nature around you. The story takes place during the summer (July), which favors love in a more physical sense than spring, and it favored the awakening of  “the woman’s heart, asleep in the child, [that] was vaguely thrilled by a dream of love.” Furthermore, the story is pre-twentieth century since the ornithologist did not even have a car. That time period makes Sylvia’s purity and closeness to nature more believable, since the twentieth century was not an innocent one and the closest some people get to nature these days is when they smoke weed.

Even though, nearly a hundred and fifty years passed since the story was published, the text was easy and a pleasure to read. The author uses personification and lively descriptions in several occasions, which gives the story a fairytale feel and gives the story a dreamy tone. Since the author wants to praise the background of the story, which is nature in general, the reader associates the pleasant tone of the story with nature in his/her mind and closes the book with affection towards it. Besides that light tone, the author also uses a tragic tone to describe the girl’s conflict between her love for birds and her love for the ornithologist, and concludes that “Sylvia cannot speak, she cannot tell the heron’s secret and give its life away.” The author, with both tones manages to primarily make the reader love nature and secondarily to disgust him/her with man’s cruelty toward it.

