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Drug Legalization

 Nowadays, the issue of drug legalization is under consideration in many countries. The harm of drugs need not be discussed since everybody is aware of the catastrophic impact that drug abuse has on addicts. Generations of young people are at risk, not only by addiction, but also by all the associated problems that go hand in hand with it under our current policies: AIDS, domestic violence and the inability to function economically and socially as normal citizens. The issue of the discussion on drug laws mainly focuses on the reduction of the intermediate effects drugs have on society, some of those mentioned above, and whether legalization could reduce some of those effects, as well as drug use itself.

Supporters of drug legalization claim that drug laws are responsible for many social problems, such as increased crime and violence. They support that legalization of drugs would reduce these problems. Furthermore, they believe that drug users are not violent themselves, and neither do drugs cause the amount of violence we see today. What leads to widespread crime on the part of those who use drugs is their illegibility, which creates an atmosphere of disrespect for the law. In other words, buying drugs makes drug users feel criminals hence they act like criminals by adhering to their "gangster" role.

Supporters also indicate that prohibition contributes to an increased crime level because of the high cost of drugs in the black market. Because of the high prices, users turn to crime in order to attain the necessary money to get their next dose. High price not only pushes addicts to crime but also makes dealers try to create users, whereas if drugs were cheap the dealers would not bother to do so. In addition, high cost and prohibition result in that a dose might be shared among many users to share the high price. This sharing encourages the spreading of infectious diseases. Moreover, if drugs were cheap, addicts would generally eat them, sniff them, or smoke them, but because the drug cost is high, addicts try to achieve the same effect by injecting smaller amounts of drug. Since it is a crime to posses or sell needles, addicts try to minimize the risk of arrest by sharing them, which again promotes the spread of infectious diseases.

Besides the intermediate results of the prohibition of drugs, there is also an immediate result, which is the fact that prohibition might in fact encourage drug use. Prohibition makes the use of drugs deviant behavior, which is something most teens are attracted to, like the way smoking is ‘cool’ with underage laws. Supporters of legalization claim that the fact that drugs would be illegal for young people would prevent minors from buying drugs. Moreover, the money that we have needlessly spent on the heavy costs in law enforcement could be spent on drug education to reduce the number of users instead.

On the other hand, supporters of the current state of drug laws indicate that young people have a way of penetrating markets theoretically reserved for adults. Just think about how many young people drink and smoke, despite underage prohibition laws. Therefore, it will become easier for a teen to attain marijuana or even hard drugs. Teenagers will always be looking for something new and different in their lives, so the government should inform people about the disastrous effects of drugs by education as well as by prohibition.

Supporters of prohibition also point out that drugs are proven to cause a distortion in personality when use turns into abuse. This implies that the high rate of crime among addicts cannot be blamed on the attempt to fit into a criminal role alone, like legalization supporters suggest, but it is also a result of the effects that drugs have on the human mind as well as of the changes of behavior drugs gradually inflict.

Another issue that the group favoring legalization seems to ignore is that not only drug dealers create users, but also friends do. In fact, drug dealers do not usually contact non-users because of the fear they might be undercover police. Furthermore, legalization will result in an effortless access to drugs because, in such a case drugs would be available at any neighborhood drugstore, or even purchased through the Internet. As a result, people who are already drug users might increase the amount of drugs they use, and people who have never used drugs before in their life might become more willing to use drugs, because they would be legal, cheap, and available. Eventually, there will be a sharp increase in drug use, a widespread degradation of human personality, and a higher rate of accidents and violence.

Drug abuse is a complicated and intractable problem that cannot be solved with short-term approaches, such as simply chasing drug dealers. If elimination of the supply is impossible, then more attention must be focused on the demand. After all, without users there is no drug problem. The weapons here are treatment and education, initiatives that seem to be working for some people, and failing for others. On the treatment part, a financial restructuring of the war on drugs, with some more money shifted towards rehabilitation, will definitely improve it. However, the several thousands of users in need of help but unwilling to enter treatment programs should receive compulsory treatment which requires more education on the way people should treat addicts. Current drug laws and policies do have some positive results, and prohibition is doing more good than harm. However, the possession of needles should be legalized in order to reduce the spreading of infectious diseases among users. Moreover, some more publicity should be turned to the fact that drug users who wish to receive treatment will have government on their side without any fear of legal actions against them. Finally, stricter penalties should be imposed on drug dealers so that the supply will be reduced. Instead of trying radical solutions, such as legalization, the current drug policies should be improved to the best way possible. If that does not work, only then should legalization be given a test.

