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Kantian ethics rely on the basic principle that whatever action you make you must first ask yourself if you would like everyone to do the same and if you like to live in such a world. It all comes down to the “Golden Rule” that you mustn’t do anything you wouldn’t like someone to do to you.

This principle is mainly dealing with the will to do something. The “correctness” of the action itself depends on each person’s character. Some people might like being teased. According to Kantian ethics these persons teasing is considered ethical. However, if they tease a person who doesn’t like it, I wouldn’t call it ethical. 

Since every person has his own likes and dislikes, different ideas on responsibility and beliefs, Kantian ethics cannot deal with all issues. They are a good place to start, but they cannot make the final judgement on the “correctness” of an action.

However, Kantian ethics are found on the judstice system of many countries. Some punishments, such as capital punishment, rely on the principle that since somebody killed he should be killed as an equalizer to the crime.

On the other hand, Kantian ethics suggest that a person with suicidal tendencies can go around and kill people, since he would like to be killed. The action is ethically correct, according to Kant, since the person likes to be killed, would like the world to be like that, and he wants to live in a world like that. 

Any person with some sort of problems, stopping him to think clearly will have his actions justified. Actions of anger are justified, since at the time the persons might feel an attraction to violence. Furthermore, Kant assumes that man does not change drastically over the years. This is not the case since there is a huge number of factors that could change a man’s character and behavior. Every action changes a person sometimes slightly and sometimes enormously. So the man will not be quite the same before and after the action. So by what criteria will he be judged, his beliefs before or after the action?

Despite some weaknesses of Kant’s theory it is a good way to think about the ethicality of your actions. If everyone thought before doing something in the Kantian way, we would definitely have less crime. Most criminals are aware of the fact that they are doing a crime. If they adopted Kantian ethics they wouldn’t do most of it. However, drug dealers, might be users themselves, and might like a world full of drugs. They are ethically correct since they go according to their beliefs. 

Generally, most people in similar societies think alike and have similar characters. However, differences in culture and environment, make the real decision real hard. In my opinion, Kantian ethics work only for self-judgment, since it is hard if not impossible to read any person’s mind. 

